56                  Memoirs of

thus got possession of. He claimed to be acknowl-
edged Due de Piney, with all the privileges attached
to that title as a creation of 1581. Foremost among
these privileges was that of taking precedence of all
dukes whose title did not go back so far as that year.
Before any decision was given either for or against
this claim, he was made Due de Piney by new letters
patent, dating from 1662, with a clause which left his
pretensions to the title of 1581 by no means affected
by this new creation. M. de Luxembourg, however,
seemed satisfied with what he had obtained, and was
apparently disposed to pursue his claim no further.
He was received as Duke and Peer in the Parliament,
took his seat in the last rank after all the other peers,
and allowed his suit to drop. Since then he had tried
unsuccessfully to gain it by stealth, but for several
years nothing more had been heard of it. Now, how-
ever, he recommenced it, and with every intention,
as we soon found, to stop at no intrigue or baseness
in order to carry his point.

Nearly everybody was in his favour. The Court,
though not the King, was almost entirely for him; and
the town, dazzled by the splendour of his exploits, was
devoted to him. The young men regarded him as the
protector of their debauches; for, notwithstanding his
age, his conduct was as free as theirs. He had capti-
vated the troops and the general officers.

In the parliament he had a staunch supporter in
Harlay, the Chief President, who led that great body
at his will, and whose devotion he had acquired to such
a degree, that he believed that to undertake and suc-
ceed were only the same things, and that this grand
affair would scarcely cost him a winter to carry.